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Product Name:  
APVMA Approval No:

Label Name: COOPERS OVILIS FOOTVAX SHEEP AND LAMB FOOTROT VACCINE

Signal Headings: FOR ANIMAL TREATMENT ONLY

Constituent
Statements:

100 μg/mL of concentrated antigens of: Potency Units
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype A ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype B1 ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype B2 ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype C ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype D ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype E ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype F ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype G ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype H ≥ 1:400
Dichelobacter nodosus Serotype I ≥ 1:400
Contains 0.05 mg/mL thiomersal as preservative.

Claims: An aid in the control of footrot in sheep and lambs.

Net Contents: 50 mL
100 mL
250 mL
500 mL
1 L

Directions for Use:

Restraints:

Contraindications:

Precautions:

jdixon
APVMA



Side Effects: The vaccine may cause a large local swelling at the site of vaccination in a significant
proportion of sheep. While this swelling will be of short duration in most instances,
occasionally they lead to the formation of abscesses which can burst and discharge. A
permanent blemish may remain in some animals.

Injection site reactions can be particularly noticeable in rams and British breeds. It is
recommended that rams be vaccinated at least 4-6 weeks before joining.

All sheep should be vaccinated high on the side of the neck behind the ear – this is
particularly important for ewes with lambs at foot, to ensure there is little likelihood of lambs
nuzzling potentially infected vaccination sites.

Dosage and
Administration:

Shake well before use.

Use of this vaccine may be restricted in your State or Territory. Contact your local
Department of Agriculture (or similar) for details.

DOSE: Sheep and Lambs – 1mL by SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTION.

VACCINATION PROGRAMMES:

All sheep in the flock require two doses of FOOTVAX at least six weeks apart for maximum
effectiveness.

FOOTVAX can be used in a number of different types of programmes. These programmes
are outlined below:

1. Treatment and Prevention Programmes:

In most instances where the vaccine is used there will already be a number of infected
sheep on the property.

The vaccine is therefore likely to be used to treat and prevent the disease simultaneously.

i) All sheep should receive an initial dose of vaccine.

ii) All sheep should receive a second dose of vaccine at least six weeks, but not more than
twelve months after the initial sensitising dose. This second vaccination should be given
just prior to the period of spread of footrot.

The only time a twelve month gap should be left between the first and second doses is
when no spread develops after the first vaccination.

TWO DOSES ARE REQUIRED FOR MAXIMUM PROTECTION.

iii) A booster dose of vaccine should be given shortly before each subsequent period of
spread of footrot. This will ensure that sheep have maximum protection during the period of
maximum risk.

iv) In extended footrot seasons (beyond 16 weeks), a further dose of FOOTVAX at least
six weeks, but not more than twelve months after the first booster dose will be required to
maintain a high level of protection.

The above programme should be used as the basis for an eradication programme.

2. Eradication Programme:

Eradication of footrot from the property is the ultimate aim of most wool growers. Treatment
with FOOTVAX with a view to eradication is best carried out as early as possible in summer
when it is usually too dry for footrot spread.



A) If the treatment and prevention programme has been carried out (as above):

Progress to eradication should be achieved by:

i) Careful inspection of all feet of all sheep 10 to 12 weeks after the last vaccine dose and
the culling of any remaining infected sheep. As a guide, any sheep whose feet are not
normal should be regarded as infected and therefore culled.

OR

ii) Giving a third vaccination to any remaining infected sheep to reduce the number of
infected sheep. Sheep should be inspected again 10-12 weeks later and any remaining
infected sheep should be culled.

iii) Repeat inspections of the “clean” mob should be made six weeks later and again after
another six weeks if this is possible before the Autumn break.

B) If the treatment and prevention programme has not been carried out and it is desired
to use FOOTVAX to reduce the number of infected sheep to be culled, the following
programme can be used:

i) Vaccinate all sheep.

ii) Inspect all feet of all sheep for signs of footrot 10-12 weeks after the second vaccination
and divide the flock into clean and infected mobs. Paring may be necessary to identify
infected sheep.

iii) The clean mob could be reinspected six weeks later with paring as necessary to ensure
no infected sheep remain in the mob. This mob should receive a booster dose at this stage
to protect them through the Autumn footrot season especially if there is no time for a further
six-weekly inspection.

iv) The infected mob may be culled immediately, or alternatively can be given a second
dose of vaccine. After a further inspection 10-12 weeks later any remaining infected sheep
should be culled.

NOTE:

1. Eradication may not be possible in a single year.

2. Other control procedures, such as footbathing with zinc sulphate during the time of
spread, and use of antibiotics during the summer period, may aid the progress towards
eradication on a property. Advice on these aspects should be obtained from a veterinary
surgeon.

VACCINATION PROCEDURES:

1. The vaccine is very viscous and some separation (creaming) may appear on standing. It
therefore needs to be thoroughly shaken before and during use.

2. The viscosity of the vaccine causes it to adhere to the sides of the container and the
entire contents cannot be withdrawn. A considerable overage is allowed to meet this
situation.

3. In cold weather the container should be immersed in lukewarm water (20°C) to make
the vaccine flow more readily and thus facilitate filling the syringe. The use of a wide bore
needle (16 gauge x 15mm) is recommended. The vaccine can be used through standard,
efficient, automatic vaccination syringes that can be set to 1mL. Check accuracy of setting.

CAUTION: AVOID CARCASS DAMAGE:



1. Sterilise needles by boiling for at least 10 minutes before use. Flush vaccinator with
cooled boiled water.

2. Maintain maximum cleanliness at all times.

3. Keep needles sharp and clean. Change needles frequently (every 20-30 animals). Use
short needles.

Recommended maximum size: 15mm x 16 gauge.

4. Check that the equipment is functioning properly and that it is delivering the correct dose.

5. As far as possible avoid injection of animals in wet weather or under dusty conditions.

6. Inject only under the skin, and not into the muscle, by raising a fold of skin and injecting
the dose under the raised skin – NOT INTO IT.

7. Sheep and lambs should be injected high on the side of the neck behind the ear.

General Directions: THE DISEASE:

Footrot is a particularly important disease of sheep in New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland, Western Australia and Tasmania, though it does occur in other States
as well. The incidence in individual flocks is variable, but under the right conditions of
temperature and rainfall, levels of infection up to 80% may be experienced. Spring rains,
with improvement in feed conditions and a rise in daily temperatures encourage outbreaks.
Outbreaks may also occur in the Autumn if conditions are right. In the early stages the
disease is characterised by an inflammation between the claws. This progresses to cause
under-running of the horn of the foot, generally starting at the heel and rapidly spreading to
under-run the sole and walls of the hoof. More than one foot may be affected. The degree
of lameness will be dependent upon the severity of the infection and the number of feet
affected. Where severe infection occurs, death may result from starvation.

IMPORTANT POINTS ON VACCINATION WITH FOOTVAX

FOOTVAX Sheep and Lamb Footrot Vaccine is a killed multi-serotype (10 strain)
Dichelobacter nodosus (previously Bacteroides nodosus) vaccine to aid in the control of
footrot in sheep and lambs caused by Dichelobacter nodosus. The vaccine aids in both the
prevention and treatment of the disease. The vaccine contains a representative strain of
each of the 10 significant serogroups which have been shown to be present in Australia.
These strains are designated A-I. It is likely that strains of more than one serogroup will be
present on infected properties at any one time.

A number of serogroups contain more than one strain. FOOTVAX Sheep and Lamb Footrot
Vaccine is effective against known strains of Dichelobacter nodosus.

Avoid use in animals 2-3 months prior to sale or show as there may be local pigment
changes in wool.

Vaccination within 2-3 months of slaughter may result in economic loss associated with
carcass trimming.

Withholding Periods: Zero (0) days

Trade Advice: EXPORT SLAUGHTER INTERVAL (ESI): Zero (0) days.

Safety Directions:



First Aid Instructions: If poisoning occurs, contact a doctor or Poisons Information Centre. Phone Australia
131126

First Aid Warnings:

Additional User
Safety:

Take care to avoid self-injection. This product contains mineral oil. In the event of self-
administration, seek prompt medical attention and take this package leaflet/carton with
you. Accidental self-administration may result in local bruising, severe pain and swelling,
particularly if injected into a joint or finger, and in rare cases could result in the loss of the
affected finger if prompt medical attention is not given. If pain persists for more than 12
hours after medical examination, seek medical advice again.

Additional information is listed in the Safety Data Sheet.

Environmental
Statements:

Disposal: Dispose of empty containers and outer packaging by wrapping with paper and putting
in garbage. Discarded needles should immediately be placed in a designated and
appropriately labelled “sharps” container.

Storage: Store between 2°C and 8°C (Refrigerate Do Not Freeze). Keep out of reach of children.




